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President Seeks a New Press Secretary |
To Improve His Public Imagc

By Rowland Evans and Robert Nowval:

FRESITTENT Johnson 18
closer than ever before to re-
‘placing George Recdy as
Press Secretary.

Ever since Reedy succe(‘d--

ed Pierre Salinger- a. little
more than a year ago, there
have been rumors that he
was on the way out. Now,
more than rumor is involved.
" Mr. Johnson has been
quietly scouting around for
a new Press Secrctary, both
inside and cutside his present
staff. A prime candidate {s
:the highly capable Bill D,
‘Moyers, Mr. Johnson’s top
. assistant on policy matters
rwho acted as manager, plan-
ner and chief spokesman for
Mr. Johnson in the 1960 polit-
-ical wars. )
Some students of the Pres-

- ident doubt that anyone can
-really excel as Press Secre-
. tary for him. Reedy, a man of
-charm and erudition, s ham
- strung by lack of information
.and authority. He is not kept
_informed and thercfore can-
- not inform,

- But Mr. Johnson is preoe-
tupied ‘with his less-than-ec-
‘static public image. Shortly
after his election last ‘Nov. 3
“ by one of the greatest land-
; slides in American history,
Mr. Johnson asked -old
friends in New York City to
recommend a public rela-
.tions firm to help improve
" that image.

. The fact that he now is se-
triously pondering changing
‘his Press Secretary reflects
[the same desire.

' PERHAPS THE biggest
riddle. in town is who will
;succeed John MeceCone ‘as

head of the Central Intel-.

hgence Agency. The Ilst of

possibilites now has grown
to 30 or more. Buf a final
choice still eludes President
Johnson and his personnel
chief, John Macy.

Along the way, the job has

‘beon turned down by several

prospeets,; including Deputy
Secretary of Defense Cyrus
Vance. Another leading pos-
sibility, former Deputy De-
fense Secretary Roswell Gil-
patric; now a New York law-
yer, was unacceptable t{o
powerful Democrals on Capi-
tol Hill — specifically Sen.
John L, "V[cClellan of Arkan-
§as.

The congressional antip.
athy for Gilpatrie goes back
to the long and acrimonious
Senate heariugs conducted by
MecClellan on the TFX fight-
er-bomber during which Gil-
patric successfully defend-
ed the Pentaron’s choice of
General Dynamies instead of
Boeing as the prime con-
tractor.

Still another prospect is
Gen. Maxwell Taylor, now

-the United States Ambassa-
dor in South Vict-Nam. Tay-'

lor’s feud with Gen. Khanh,
who assumed power last
month over Taylor’s strong
protest, may have damaged
his position in Saigon.

One major -problem in
finding a successor to

.McCone: The job seriously

limits future. Government
roles for anyone who takes it.
No man who has run the CIA
could be considered for a top
State Department post later,
or even for some of the

choicest ambassadorial posts-

abroad. Once a spy, always a
spy in the minds of foreign
_ diplomats. .

DISENCHANTED WITH
Barry Goldwater, grass roots
conservatives are turning
~with favor to actor Ronald

Reagan. Based on Reagan’ S,

~lelevision spiel for the Gold-
water-Miller ticket ‘last fall,
they regard him as one. con-
servative who would wage
the hard-hitting campaign
they expected but didn't get
from Goldwater.

For: instance, Indiana Re-
publicans will go to any
-lengths  to get Reagan as
speaker for their annual
$100-a-plate fund raising din-
-ner: They even are willing to
postpone the dinner until
summer if nced be.

But the Hoosier. enthu-
siasm is nothing compared to
-the way conservatives feel
about Reagan in neighboring
Illinois. Borrowing a nage

fmm Robert F. Kennedy’s |

book, they want Californian

Reagan to run for the United |
- States Senate from Illinois in
1966 (based on Reagan's Illi--

nois background).

More likely, Reagan will

run for the Republican nom-
ination for Governor of Cali-
fornia against George Chris-
topher, former Mayor of San

Francisco and a leader of Cal- °

ifornia liberal Republicans.
Political pros there call it a
toss-up. .

A footnote: Christopher

probably would get supportv

from ‘the old Nixon organiza-

tion in a race against Rea-

gan. His running mate as

Lieutenant Governor may be °
Robert Finch, Nixon’s former .
assistant and one of the most -
astute political managers in

California.
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